[Jan'y, time,) which, for partial cases, renders wax all that can be desired for the purpose. I can easily imagine, too, that if any considerable number of teeth were left in the mouth, and the gutta percha allowed to remain a little too long, it would be found extremely difficult to remove. For partial cases, I have, for these and other reasons, ceased to use it, although, from some communications in the Journal, it seems to have been been used with better success by other members of the profession.
But, although I did not find it so valuable as I anticipated for the purpose here indicated, for taking impressions for an entire set, I know of nothing which will answer as a substitute.
My method of using it for this purpose is the following: An impression is taken with wax, in the usual way, and a plaster model made from the impression. From This cement will be found valuable for another purpose.
Those who practice the operation of destroying the dental pulp with arsenic, know that it is very desirable that the preparation used should be well secured in the decayed cavity, without being allowed to press upon the exposed pulp ; for, when this occurs, severe pain will inevitably ensue. To accomplish this object, a number of valuable methods have been proposed; but generally the cement here described will save both time and trouble, and will perfectly answer the desired purpose. After the preparation is applied over the exposed pulp, place in the cavity, loosely, some pieces of the cement, allowing them to project above its edges; touch it with an instrument slightly heated, and it will quickly soften, and attach itself to the sides of the cavity. This will perfectly fill the cavity, and exclude every particle of moisture so well that the cotton used for applying the preparation will be found, on its removal, exactly in the same condition as when it was put in place.
A little more than a year since, I had the misfortune to sprain Washington, D. C.
